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ANARCHITECT designs a pedestrian entrance to the Dubai Design Week 2018 

Circadian Light Synthesis installation highlights the human circadian rhythm  

and our relationship with the Sun and Moonlight 

 

 

This November sees ANARCHITECT design one of the entrances to the 2018 edition of the Dubai Design 
Week, taking place at the Dubai Design District (d3) between 12-17 November. ANARCHITECT is an award-
winning architecture practice founded by Architect Jonathan Ashmore and based in Dubai and London.  

The Circadian Light Synthesis installation will raise awareness and highlight to the public the different 
positions, colour temperatures and intensity of sunlight that dictate our human circadian rhythm and natural 
body-clock, including our relationship with the Moon. ANARCHITECT has developed the installation together 
with Delta Light, Matteo Brioni, Abanos and Prime Metal Industries (PMI). 

 “The relationship between body and light conditions is important for human well-being and a key aspect of 
design and architecture.” says Ashmore. “Circadian Light Synthesis will harness the intense sunlight as well as 
moonlight conditions at its location, while providing a recognizable welcoming, recharging, explorative and 
contemplative area for the Dubai Design Week visitors.” 



 

 

 

The installation is parted into two interconnected elements. The southern ‘Exposed’ Pavilion will remain open-
sided and will house a seated area for visitors, which will double up as a shading structure. Its wall and roof 
apertures will be specifically oriented in line with sun path which will harness its intense light particularly at 
midday (12 pm), afternoon (3 pm) and sunset (6 pm) to cast specific shadows. The northern ‘Enclosed’ Pavilion 
will be predominantly closed and lit with Deltalight’s ‘artificial sun’.  

In the daytime, the rotating light fixture will cast the artificial sunlight in the Enclosed pavilion in accordance 
with the natural circadian rhythm aligned with human wellbeing. At night, the light fixture will rotate to project 
the moonlight into the Enclosed pavilion from the rear of the same light source. The other side of the rotating 
light fixture will project the light onto the Exposed pavilion during the night, providing it with the light source 
and creating the shadows and light play after the sunset. 

 “At Delta Light we deeply care about Human Centric Lighting and its importance for our wellbeing. Light 
stimulates us and influences our moods and activity levels. Our physiological response to light depends on its 
characteristics such as colour spectrum, intensity and timing. The circadian rhythm is a 24-hour internal clock 
that is running in the background of our brain and cycles between sleepiness and alertness at regular 
intervals. A huge array of biological processes within the human body, and indeed in all forms of life on Earth, 
cycle according to a 24-hour clock. Circadian rhythm allows our body to assign functions based on the time of 
day, and whether you are asleep or awake.” comments Danilo Mandelli. 



“Old masters, as well as contemporary architects, understand the importance of working and designing with 
both natural and artificial light because it allows an understanding of the architectural volumes, as well as 
appreciating finishes and decorations. For this reason, the light is considered one of the most important 
building elements in the hands of the designers.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upon their arrival, visitors will be able to photograph the uniquely framed Burj Khalifa view between the two 
pavilions. This photogenic installation will also provide a different opportunity for capturing light play created 
by shadows cast during both day and night. 



 

The structures of the installation are chosen to be clad in clay – specifically Matteo Brioni’s TerraPlus Cammeo 
- a mixture of raw earth, mineral binders and resinous polymers, which allow to obtain greater resistance to 
abrasion and water without losing its permeability. This non-fading material allows for the sun to beautifully 
highlight its unique natural texture. Matteo says “The earth is part of everyone's past. However, mine in 
particular. Growing up in Gonzaga in Italy, among the history, the fields and clay quarries can have a strong 
impact on your choices. I discovered, like many designers, earth, was not only a "sustainable" and "healthy" 
material, but also sensual and "naturally" beauty, pleasant to the touch and sinuously adaptable to any 
surface.” 

Kamal Farah, CEO of Abanos adds: “Dubai Design Week is the region’s largest creative event in d3, which is 
my favourite design spot and one of our milestone projects; we are very excited along with PMI about our 
participation in the fourth edition, via the installation and the execution of the Circadian Light Synthesis.” 
Circadian Light Synthesis will be open to the public throughout the Dubai Design Week, 12-17 November 
2018.  

 

ENDS 
 

Circadian Light Synthesis project team: 

Design: ANARCHITECT 

Lighting: Delta Light 

Materials: Matteo Brioni 

Construction: Abanos and PMI  

 

For further press information, high-res images, interview opportunities and expert comments, please contact 
Justyna Sowa at +44 (0) 7931 489 895 or j@justyna-sowa.com. 

 

 



About ANARCHITECT 

ANARCHITECT is a multiple award-winning architecture, interior architecture and design practice based in 
Dubai and London that specializes in delivering bespoke projects for private and corporate clients globally. Its 
diverse portfolio of built work spans residential, leisure, hospitality, workplace and culture throughout the 
Middle-East, Europe and Asia.  

Founded in 2013 by British architect Jonathan Ashmore, the practice manifests architecture across diverse 
scales of design with superlative craft, detail and materiality. Architectural discourse is applied in equal 
measure to each of the disciplines – architecture, interior and design to create highly resolved buildings, 
spaces and objects beautifully balanced in form, function and detail.  

ANARCHITECT recently became one of the first Internationally RIBA Chartered practices outside of the UK 
while still remaining a boutique design driven office, further recognizing our consistent high quality of design 
and professionalism.  

www.anarchitect.com  

Instagram @anarchitect_co 

 

About Deltalight 

Delta Light develops lighting solutions that enhance people’s lives, and therefore people’s quality of life. Delta 
Light brings its experience in light to the service of architects, interior and lighting designers, realising what is 
in their mind, creating a lighting scenography integrated in the architecture. Using the right light in the right 
way to make architectural concepts stand out. Light that makes you see, light that makes you look, light that 
animates the world around you. 

www.deltalight.com 

Instagram @wearedeltalight 

 

About Matteo Brioni 

Matteo Brioni was born in Suzzara in 1973. He founded Matteo Brioni srl in 2011. The studio makes raw earth 
and natural finishes its sole objective and subject. For Brioni, Terra Cruda is not only a "sustainable" and 
"healthy" material, but also a sensual and "natural" beauty, pleasant to the touch and able to adapt sinuously 
to any surface. In 2013, with the artistic direction of Marialaura Rossiello - Studio James Irvine of Milan, the 
turning point: the raw earth is not only ecological but also very 'cool'. A product that can truly declare itself 
Ethical, Aesthetic and Ecological. 

www.matteobrioni.com 

Instagram @matteobrioni 

 

 

 

 



About H&H Studio  
 
H&H Studio is one of the protagonists and active part in the development of the Middle East Region through 
means of their passion for original, inspiring and everlasting design products. H&H Studio puts its vision into 
practice by procuring and representing the best furniture, accessories and architectural finishes brands 
available in the international market, while working hand in hand with designers and architects for satisfying 
their creative and functional needs. Whether it’s a table or a chair, feature lighting alternatively, an artisanal 
item or a finishing material, H&H Studio works with a pool of respected talent to find the right piece for every 
corner. H&H Studio represents and distributes Matteo Brioni in the GCC. 

www.hhstudio.com 

Instagram @hhstudiodubai 

 

About Abanos 

Established in 1985, Abanos is one of the largest and most reliable holistic interior fit-out and joinery 
companies in the UAE, with a track-record of delivering high-quality and tailor-made projects, all fabricated at 
its state-of-the-art production facilities. 

Abanos operates a 21,000m2 facility in Dubai Investment Park, with state-of-the-art machinery for wood 
cutting, moulding, carving, veneering, laminating and painting, capable of meeting the ambitious 
requirements of clients across a diverse range of sectors. 

 www.abanos.ae 

@abanos_fitout 

 

About Prime Metal Industries (PMI)  

Prime Metal Industries is one of the most committed companies operating in the UAE for more than three 
decades, with a track record of delivering landmark and high-quality projects, while providing innovative 
design and technical expertise for all types of metal and aluminium works using its state-of-the-art production 
facility. 

PMI’s diversified experience in steel and aluminum work includes hospitality, residential, commercial, historical, 
educational, institutional, industrial, healthcare, leisure, and retail projects. 

www.primemetal.ae 

 


